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Opinions of Non Muslims inrespect of the 
Holy Quran 




F.F. Arbuthnot 



From the literary point of view, the Quran is regarded as a 
specimen of the purest Arabic, written in half poetry and half 
prose. It has been said that in some cases grammarians have 
adopted their rules to agree with certain phrases and 
expressions used in it, and that though several attempts have 
been made to produce a work equal to it as far as elegant 
writing is concerned, none has yet succeeded. 

It will thus be seen, from the above, that final and complete 
text of the Quran was prepared within twenty years after the 
death (A.D. 632) of Muhammad, and that this has remained 
the same, without any change, or alternation by enthusiasts, 
translators, or interpolators, up to the present time. It is to be 
regretted that the same cannot be said of all the books of the 

old and new testaments. 



(The construction of the Bible and the Koran. London J885 
Page 5) 



» 



John William Draper 
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The koran abounds in excellent moral suggestions and 
precepts; its composition is so fragmentary that we cannot 
turn to a single page without finding maxims of which all 
men must approve, this fragmentary construction yields 
texts, and mottos and rules complete in themselves , suitable 
for common man in any of the incidents of life. 






{ A History of the intellectual development of Europe Vol I 



pp. 



343-344 London 1875) 






Hartwig Hirschfield 



Wc must not be surprised to find the Quran the fountain head 
of the sciences. Every subject connected with heaven or 
earth human life, commerce and various trades are 
occasionally touched upon, and this gave rise to production 
of numerous monographs forming commentaries on parts of 
the Holy Book. In this way the Quran was responsible for 
orcai discussion, and it was indirectly due to marvellous 
development of all branches of science in the Muslim world. 
This anain not only affected the Arabs but also induced 
Jcwishphilosophcvs to treat the metaphysical and religious 
questions alter Arab methods. Finally, the way in which 
Christian scholasticism was fertilised by the Arabian 
thoosophy need not be further discussed. 



Spiritual aclivity once aroused within Islamic bounds was 
noi confined lo the theological speculations alone. 
Acquaintance with the philosophical, mathematical, 
astronomical and medical writings of the Greeks led to the 
pursuance of these studies. In the descriptive revelations 
Muhammad repeatedly calls attention to the movement of the 
heavenly bodies, as parts of the miracles of Allah, forced 
into the service of man and therefore not be worshipped . 
How successfully Muslim people of all races pursued the 
study of astronomy is show by the fact that for centuries they 
were its principal supporters. Even now many Arabic names 
of stars and technical terms arc in Use. Medieval astronomers 
in Europe were pupils of the Arabs. 



In the same manner the Quran gave an impetus to medical 
studies and recommended the contemplation and study of 
Nature in general. 

(New Researches into the Composition and exegesis of the 
Quran London 1902) 

Paul Casanova _ ^^ ^* 

Whenever Muhammad was asked a miracle , as a proof of 
the authenticity of his mission, he quoted the composition of 
the Quran and its incomparable excellence as proof of its 
Divine origin. And, in fact, even fore those who are non 
Muslims nothing is more marvellous than its language which 
with such a prehensile plentitude and a grasping sonority 
with it's simple audition ravished with admiration those 
primitive peoples so fond of eloquence. The amplencss of its 
'. syllables with a grandiose cadence and with a remarkable 
rhythm have been of much movement in the most hostile and 
the most sceptic 



y 



f, 'Enseighnement tie V Arahe an College de France in 
Learn </ overture for 26th April, 1909 



Sir William Muir 
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The Coran is the ground wnrk of Islam. Us authority is 
absolute in the matters of religion .ethics and science, equally 
as in matter of religion the Coran is supreme and much ot the 
tendency is so plain as to admit no question, even among 
contending sectaries. 

■The life of Mahomet, the Coran . VII London 1903 



Rev G. Margoiluth JrJvl-^-jj' 

The Koran admittedly occupies an important position among 
the great religious books of the world. Though the youngest 
of the epoch making works belonging to this class of 
literature, it yields to hardly any in the wonderful effect 
which it has produced on large masses of men. It has created 
an all but new phase of human thought and a fresh type of 
character. 

(Introduction to the Koran by Tea J M Rodwll London 
1918) 



Harry Gaylord Dorman 



11 (Quran) is literal revelation of God, dictated to Muhammad 
by Gabriel, perfect in every letter. It is an ever present 
miracle witnessing to self and to Muhammad , the Prophet of 
God. Its miraculous quality resides partly in its style, so 
perfect and lofty that neither men nor jinn could produce a 
single chapter to compare with its briefest chapter, and partly 
in us content of teachings, prophecies about the future, and 
amazingly accurate information such as the illiterate 
Muhammad could never have gathered of his own accord. 



Towards Understanding Islam p.3 New York 1948 



H.A.R. Gibb 
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Well, then if the Quran were his own composition , other 
men could rival it. Let them produce ten verses like it. If they 
could not ( and it is obvious that they could not) then let 
them accept the Quran as an outstanding evidential miracle. 



Muhammadanism p.33 London 1953 

Edward Monteith u^Y^/M* 

All those who are acquainted with the Quran in Arabic, agree 
in praising the beauty of this religious book; its grandeur of 
form is sublime that no translation into any European 
language can allow us to appreciate it. 

•-' ■&&& 

Tradition Franchise du Coran, Paris 1929, Introduction 
page 53 

James A Michener i^^-Ly^ 

The Koran is probably the most often read book in the 
world, surely the most often memorized, and possibly the' 
most influential in the daily life of the people who believe in 
it. Not quite so long as the new Testament, written in an 
exalted style it is neither poetry nor ordinary prose, yet it 
possesses the ability to arouse its hearers to ecstasies of 
faith. 



, 1B 



The Koran was revealed to Muhammad between the'year 61- 
632 in the cities of Macca and Median. Devoted scribes 
wrote it down on scraps of paper, bark and white shoulder 
blades of animals, the early revelations were dazzling 
assurances that there was only one God. Merciful and 
Compassionate . He is Allah, the Creator, the Maker, the 
fashioner. Whatever is in the Heavens and the earth declares 
His glory; and He is the Mighty , the Wise. 

It was this message that swept away idols, and inspired men 
to revolutionise their lives and their nations. In later years 
when Islam began to penetrate large area of Arabia and had 
acquired much power, the revelation dealt with the 
organisation of society, in laws, procedures and problems. 



mi 



Many revered names from Christianity and, Judaism appear 
in the Koran. For example five important chapters are titled 
Noha, Joseph. Joseph. Abraham and Mary. Lacking specific 
chapters of their own but playing quite important roles, are 
' Jesus, David, Gliath, Job Moses, Lot and Solomon. 

The Koran is remarkably down to earth in its discussion of 
the good life. In one memorable passage it directs "When ye 
deal with each other in transactions involving future 
obligations, reduce them to writing and get two witnesses, 
so that if one of them errs the other can remain him. this is 
just in the sight of God more suitable as evidence, and more ' 
convenient to prevent doubts among yourselves. 
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It is this combination of dedication of one God, plus practical 
instruction that makes the Koran unique. Each Islamic nation 
contains many citizens who are convinced that their land will 
be governed well only if its laws conform to the Koran. 



••/slam — the Misunderstood Religion" The Reader's 
Digest, American Edition May 1955 ' 



E.Denison Ross 
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It must, however, be borne in mind that the Koran plays a 
far greater role among the Mohammedans than does the Bible 



car 



in Christianity in that it provides not only the cannon of faith, 
but also the text book of their ritual and the principles of their 
Civil Laws. 

It must not, however, be forgotten that the central doctrine 
preached by Mohammad was the unity of God, and that the 
simplicity of his creed was probably a more potent factor in 
the spread of Islam than the sword of the Ghazis. 

Islam, although seriously affecting the Christian world, 
brought a spiritual religion in one half of Asia, and it is an 
amazing circumstance that the Turks, who on several 
occasion, let loose their Central Asian hoarders over India 
and the Middle East, though irresistible in the onslaught of 
their arms, were all conquered in their turn by the faith of 
Islam and founded Muhammadan dynasties. • 



rar 

Thus through all the vicissitudes of thirteen hundred years, 
the Koran has remained the sacred book of all the Turks and 
Persians and of nearly a quarter of the population of India. 
Surely such a book as this deserves to be widely read in the 
West, more especially in these days when space and time 
have been almost annihilated by modern invention and when 
public interest embraces the whole world. 

Introduction to the Koran (by George State, London, pp.v- 
vii) 



A.J. Arberry 
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When appreciation rests upon these foundations, the charges 
of weary some repetition and jumbled confusion become 



?&& 



meaningless. Truth cannot be dimmed by being frequently 
stated, but only gains in clarity and convincigness at every 
repetition; and where all is true, in consequence and in 
comprehensibility are not felt to arise. 



i . * * ' - 

The Holy Koran, an introduction with selection, London 
1953, p. 17 and p.p. 25-27 
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